
October, OctoberOctober, October
by Katya Balenby Katya Balen

October and her dad live in the woods.October and her dad live in the woods.  
They know the trees and the rocksThey know the trees and the rocks  

and the lake and stars like best friends.and the lake and stars like best friends.  
They live in the woods and they are wild.They live in the woods and they are wild.  

And that's the way it is.And that's the way it is.
  

Until the year October turns eleven.Until the year October turns eleven.  
That's the year October rescuesThat's the year October rescues  

a baby owl. It's the year Dad falls outa baby owl. It's the year Dad falls out  
of the biggest tree in their woods.of the biggest tree in their woods.  

The year the woman whoThe year the woman who  
calls herself October'scalls herself October's  
mother comes back.mother comes back.  

  

The year everything changeThe year everything changes.s.



The Outlaws Scarlett & BrowneThe Outlaws Scarlett & Browne
by Jonathan Stroudby Jonathan Stroud

England has been radically changedEngland has been radically changed  
by a series of catastrophes – large cities haveby a series of catastrophes – large cities have
disappeared and London has been replaceddisappeared and London has been replaced  
by a lagoon. The surviving population existsby a lagoon. The surviving population exists  

in fortified towns where they cling to traditionalin fortified towns where they cling to traditional
ways, while strangely evolved beasts prowlways, while strangely evolved beasts prowl  
the wilderness beyond. Conformity is rigidlythe wilderness beyond. Conformity is rigidly

enforced and those who fall foul of the rules areenforced and those who fall foul of the rules are
persecuted.persecuted.    Only a few fight backOnly a few fight back  

– and two of these outlaws, Scarlett McCain– and two of these outlaws, Scarlett McCain  
and Albert Browne, display an audacityand Albert Browne, display an audacity  

and talent that makes them legends.and talent that makes them legends.



The Sad Ghosts ClubThe Sad Ghosts Club
by Lize Meddingsby Lize Meddings

This is the story of one of those days -This is the story of one of those days -  
a day so bad you can barely get out of bed,a day so bad you can barely get out of bed,  

when it's a struggle to leave the house,when it's a struggle to leave the house,  
and when you do, you wish you hadn't.and when you do, you wish you hadn't.  

But even the worst of days can surprise you.But even the worst of days can surprise you.
When one sad ghost, alone at a crowdedWhen one sad ghost, alone at a crowded  

party, spies another sad ghost acrossparty, spies another sad ghost across  
the room, they decide to leave together.the room, they decide to leave together.  
What happens next changes everything.What happens next changes everything.



Talking to AlaskaTalking to Alaska
by Anna Woltzby Anna Woltz

It only takes one day at their new schoolIt only takes one day at their new school  
for Parker and Sven to become mortal enemies.for Parker and Sven to become mortal enemies.
Parker's had a terrible summer and just wantsParker's had a terrible summer and just wants  

to be invisible, while Sven is desperate toto be invisible, while Sven is desperate to  
make an impression and be known as anythingmake an impression and be known as anything

other than "that boy with epilepsy."other than "that boy with epilepsy."
  

When Parker discovers her beloved dogWhen Parker discovers her beloved dog  
Alaska – who she had to give away last year –Alaska – who she had to give away last year –  

now belongs to Sven, she's determinednow belongs to Sven, she's determined  
to steal Alaska back.to steal Alaska back.  

  

Of course, that's easier said than done...Of course, that's easier said than done...



The Lightning CatcherThe Lightning Catcher
by Clare Wezeby Clare Weze

Alfie has noticed a few things since his familyAlfie has noticed a few things since his family
moved to Folding Ford. He and his sister don'tmoved to Folding Ford. He and his sister don't

exactly fit in here. But the most interesting oneexactly fit in here. But the most interesting one
  is that the weather is BONKERS. One frost-is that the weather is BONKERS. One frost-

covered branch on one tree in the middle of June?covered branch on one tree in the middle of June?
A tiny whirlwind in a bucket in the garden?A tiny whirlwind in a bucket in the garden?  

  
Armed with his bike, a notepad and his newArmed with his bike, a notepad and his new  
best mate Sam, Alfie is going to investigate.best mate Sam, Alfie is going to investigate.  

  
As barometers and tempers go haywireAs barometers and tempers go haywire  

in Folding Ford, Alfie finds himselfin Folding Ford, Alfie finds himself  
at the centre of a perfect storm.at the centre of a perfect storm.



When the Sky FallsWhen the Sky Falls
by Phil Earleby Phil Earle
1941. War is raging.1941. War is raging.  

And one angry boy has been sent to the city,And one angry boy has been sent to the city,  
where bombers rule the skies.where bombers rule the skies.  

There, Joseph will live with Mrs F,There, Joseph will live with Mrs F,  
a gruff woman with no fondness for children.a gruff woman with no fondness for children.  
Her only loves are the rundown zoo she ownsHer only loves are the rundown zoo she owns  

and its mighty silverback gorilla, Adonis.and its mighty silverback gorilla, Adonis.  
  

As the weeks pass, bonds deepen and secretsAs the weeks pass, bonds deepen and secrets  
are revealed, but if the bombers set Adonisare revealed, but if the bombers set Adonis
rampaging free, will either of them be ablerampaging free, will either of them be able  

to end the life of the one thing they truly love?to end the life of the one thing they truly love?


